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Efficiency of instruction has improved with the introduction of standardised text books for Primary and Middle school classes as well as the insistence on the proper training of'teachers. The number of Training schools in 1909 was only 5 and their strength 137. At present there are 48 schools for the training of teachers and the number of teachers who are undergoing training is 1,420. The Chief Inspecting Officers, namely the Division Inspectors and the Inspectress, are now entrusted with the selection of teachers for admission to all Training schools with a view to secure the early training of all the teachers already employed and who have not passed the age of being trained. The number of trained teachers is at present about 11,100, but the percentage of trained, teachers which rose considerably during recent years has remained almost at a standstill round about 50 owing to the increase in the number of classes, and the appointment of better qualified untrained teachers in the place of teachers with lower general qualification* The average number of pupils per teacher during 1940 was 35, the total -number of pupils under instruction bfcing nearly 7,59,000 of whom 4,41,000 were boys and 3,18,000 were girls. The percentage of the total number under instruction to the total population is 14'9, 17*2 in the case of males and 12*6 in the case of females* The number of pupils who can be taught in each class is limited to 40 and the hours of instruction are also regulated by the Department. Only trained graduates are as a rule allowed to teach High school classes and trained undergraduates in the Middle school classes. Trained teachers possessing general qualifications -equal to the 9th standard only are permitted to teach Mala-yalam and Tamil in Middle schools. These rules apply to departmental and non-departmental schools alike. Conditions of service in departmental schools are'governed by the -Travancore Service Regulations. Np such provision exists -in-regard to the private institutions, but Government have-general powers to regulate them. On the lines laid down by the Education Reforms Committee, various measures were